Institutional Policy on Readmission of Service Members Following Military Service
Purpose
Lake Erie College recognizes the commitment of Service members who temporarily interrupt their education to fulfill military obligations. In accordance with federal law, the College is committed to facilitating the timely readmission of eligible Service members who return from a period of uniformed service.
Policy Statement
Lake Erie College will promptly readmit any student who is unable to attend classes or must suspend enrollment because of service in the uniformed services, provided the student meets the eligibility requirements established under applicable federal law.
An eligible Service member will be readmitted with the same academic status they held when their military service began or, if that status is no longer available, to the program that is most similar unless the student requests admission to a different program.
The College will make every reasonable effort to ensure that returning Service members are able to resume their educational program with minimal disruption.
Eligibility for Readmission
To qualify for readmission under this policy, a student must:
· Have been admitted to or enrolled at Lake Erie College prior to the period of military service;
· Provide advance notice of military service to the institution whenever feasible, or otherwise provide notice as soon as practicable if military necessity prevents advance notification;
· Notify the College of their intent to return to their educational program within the timeframes required by applicable federal law following completion of military service; and
· Provide documentation establishing eligibility for readmission, if requested by the College.
Academic Status
An eligible Service member will be readmitted:
· With the same academic standing, catalog rights, and enrollment status they held at the time they left for military service, when possible;
· Without the requirement to reapply for admission or pay a new application fee;
· Into the same academic program whenever possible or, if unavailable, into the most comparable program unless another program is requested by the student.
If curriculum changes have occurred during the student's absence, Lake Erie College will make reasonable efforts to assist the student in completing their educational program.
Tuition and Financial Aid
Returning Service members will be assessed tuition and fees in accordance with applicable federal regulations and institutional policies. The College will work individually with each student to determine eligibility for institutional, federal, state, and military educational benefits upon readmission.
Academic Preparation
If a Service member requires refresher coursework, academic advising, or other reasonable accommodations to successfully resume their studies after military service, Lake Erie College will make reasonable efforts to provide appropriate academic support.
Exceptions
Readmission may be denied only in circumstances permitted under applicable federal law, including when:
· The requested program has been discontinued and no substantially similar program exists; or
· After reasonable efforts, the institution determines that accommodating the student's return would impose an undue hardship as defined by federal regulations.
Responsible Offices
Questions regarding this policy should be directed to the Office of Admissions or the Registrar's Office.

