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üIt saddens me to call our trip a òonce in a lifetimeó experience because it was so incredibleé I will be 
answering questions and telling stories from this trip for the rest of my life.

ü Thank you so much Dr. Basile for organizing this trip, and for encouraging me to continue my Italian 
studies! This was an unforgettable opportunity that brought new memories and friends that I will cherish 
forever.

ü It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me to travel to Italy with my Lake Erie College classmates on 
the cultural school trip. Each day provided an abundance of cultural discoveries, culinary delights, and new 
friendships... It surpassed my expectations, and I cannot wait to go back! The   memories in Italy will always 
hold a special place in my heart.

ü Our trip  was so magical in so many different ways. It truly felt like a movieé. This has been an incredible 
experience and opportunity that I will forever cherish.

ü This Enriching Journey through Italy: Exploring Culture, Cuisine, and Nature was a transformative 
adventure that broadened my horizons, deepened my understanding of different cultures, and left an indelible 
mark on my heart.



May 20

 Departure from 
the airport of 
Cleveland for 

Rome with United 
Airlines. 

Arrival early in the 
morning in 

Fiumicino (Rome). 
Our private bus 
(for the entire 

trip) is waiting for 
us.



May 21: Bus trip to Tivoli where we had a quick 
lunch (Roman Pizza, Supplì, Potato Croquettes, 
and the students tried their first Italian cocktail: 
Spritz!



After lunch, we went to visit Villa ŘΩ9ǎǘŜ in Tivoli: a UNESCO world heritage site.   
The gardens of the Villa d'Este are among the earliest and finest of the Italian giardini delle meraviglie and 
symbolize the flowering of Renaissance culture. With its impressive concentration of fountains (500!), nymphs, 
grottoes, troughs and pools, cascades, plays of water, and music, it constitutes a much-copied model for 
European gardens. A magic place filled with beauty, myths, genius, and peace. One fountain periodically surges to 
splash unsuspecting visitors; a water organ fountain plays music at set times; a long row of 100 different άŦŀŎŜέ 
fountains offers an intimate place to take a strollΧ The rooms of the Palace ŘΩ9ǎǘŜ built on the ruins of an ancient 
Roman villa (stunning!) were ambitiously decorated under the tutelage of the stars of the late Roman Mannerism, 
such as Livio Agresti, Federico Zuccari, Durante Alberti, Girolamo Muziano, Cesare Nebbia and Antonio Tempesta. 









May 21: after visiting Villa ŘΩ9ǎǘŜ, we had a bus tour through the beautiful 
Tuscan countryside and arrived at our first hotel in Arezzo (Tuscany). We first 
had a great dinner at our hotel άaƛƴŜǊǾŀέ (4 stars): pappardelle al ragu, the 
famous Florentine steak, roosted potatoes, a great meringue dessert with hot 
melted chocolate on it, and of course Tuscan wine!





After dinner, we had a night walk in the city of Arezzo. 
Arezzo: located in southeastern Tuscany, clearly visible 
on a hilltop at the crossroads of four valleys. The area 
houses many artifacts, its ancient origins are verified by 
the stone tools and the so-called Man of the Elm who 
was discovered here, dating back to the Paleolithic era. 
The original foundation of the city was Etruscan, Aritim, 
and dates from around the 9th century B.C. It quickly 
became one of the most pivotal centers in Tuscany, 
playing an important role over the centuries due to its 
strategic position along the Roman Via Cassia. Arezzo 
boasts a wide range of sites to see including fortresses, 
monuments, churches, and museums which all offer 
visitors a chance to step back into history. There are 
even the remains of a Roman amphitheater! 



May 22: Breakfast at our hotel, and 
then bus tour to our first destination 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƻǳǘƭŜǘ άLƭ 
Barberinoέ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΧΦ

View from our hotel







After shopping, we got back on our bus for a trip to Peschiera del Garda (in the Veneto region, in the North). Our 
hotel is in front of lake Garda. WOW!  Peschiera del Garda offers its visitors visible signs of every historical era 
through which it has lived: from the age of pile-dwellers (stilt-house inhabitants) during the Roman Age, and from 
the early to late Medieval years in which the Scala Family ruled, to the Venetian era, then the Napoleonic Empire, 
to the Hapsburg rule, when Peschiera was one of the four fortresses of the Austrian Quadrilatero, at the time the 
most powerful defensive system in Italy, and finally to the Italian Risorgimento (1800s). Today its historic center, 
with its shops, cafes, restaurantsΧ. is a great place for shoppers and foodies. It is completely enclosed in high 
Venetian walls, a buffer between the town and the waters that circle it completely, and that endow it with its 
pentagonal form. 



Photo from our hotel. 
After a nice shower, it is time to go exploring Borghetto sul Mincio! Our bus is waiting for us, to 

take us to Borghetto where we will also have dinner.




