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ü This was the trip of a lifetime, and I could not 
encourage enough all LEC students to go on it. It was 
an absolute culture shock in a good way, and I really 
got to see how other places in the world are that I 
probably would have never visited on my own. Once 
again, I would like to thank Dr. Basile and Lake Erie 
College for an amazing time with amazing people by 
my side. 

ü I really enjoyed my experience, and I would do this 
trip a hundred times over again if I could. These are 
memories and experiences that I will never forget.

ü It was my second time going to Italy and I cannot 
thank Dr. Basile enough for all she does for her 
students and alumni. She is an incredible woman. It 
was an incredible trip and experience. I feel so much 
more connected to the culture and felt that I had a 
better understanding of the culture/language.(é) An 
incredible experience that I will never forget and Dr. 
Basile makes the most out of trips in which I love! 

ü First, I would like to start this off by thanking Dr. 
Basile as well as Lake Erie College for making this 
trip absolutely perfect. Of course, her ability to speak 
fluent Italian and her knowledge of Italy was 
necessary to make this trip as great as it was. As well 
as this, she carried such positivity and energy that it 
spread around the group every day in such a positive 
way. 

üMy recent trip with Lake Erie College and Dr. Paola 
Basile, particularly to the coastal gem of Sperlgona, 
left a clear mark on my soul.I felt very thankful, a 
profound sense of gratitudeé.

ü The aesthetics, sites, and food were something 
everyone should experience. Italy will always be 
remembered as one of my fondest memories. I would 
100% go back again and I recommendthe class trip 
to anyone at Lake Erie College.



Introduction: AsI traveledthroughItaly, I hadtheincredibleopportunityto visit threedestinationsthat left a markon
myheart: Sperlonga, Pompeii,andRome.

Sperlongawasour first stopand I had the besthotel breakfastoverlookingthe seaat hotel Aurora. This hotel had
enchantinggardens,andpanoramicviews. During thedaywewentwalkingthroughthenarrow streetsof Sperlonga,
and I felt like I steppedbackin time,surroundedby ancienthistoryandstunningarchitecture. Eventhewalls of the
city hadthestoryof theodysseypaintedon them. Justa little outsidetownthestudentsandI sawtheVilla of Tiberius
where they hold the famoussculptureof Ulysses. We saw other incredible sculptures,mosaics. One of the most
memorableexperiencesI had in Sperlongawaswhenwewenton a boatcruise,andweswamto thecaveof dolls. I
neverthoughtI would experienceanythingso mystifying. Also, the food wasso fresh. Wewereeatingfish that was
literally caughtfrom the sameseawe were swimmingin earlier. I couldn't ask for better or fresherseafood. This
locationis paradiseonearth.

In PompeiiWe had a wonderful tour guide who showedus the bestplacesin the ancientcity. A UNESCOWorld
HeritageSitePompeiiis oneof themostfamousarchaeologicalsitesin theworld. Frozenin timeby thedevastating
eruptionof MountVesuviusin 79 AD. Thevolcanicashpreservedruins, frescoes,andmosaics. Wegot a glimpseinto
daily life. By learning that theycreatedrolling doors,andhowtheywouldaccessbuildingsevenhowtheywouldset
up their shops. Pompeiiteachesusa lessonon howto respectnature. Thefact that thewholecity wascoveredin over
25 feet of ash is astonishing. Nature is so powerful. We also got a wonderfuldeal on great food becauseof the
professor.

Romethe Eternal City took my breathaway. Professor. Basiletouredus aroundthe city. Sheknewwhereall of the
landmarkswere,and the history behindthem. For example,the Colosseum,Pantheon,and St. Petersweresomeof
my favorite highlights. I marveledat the architectureand learned that the landmarksare a testamentto Rome's
enduringlegacy. Thefood wasalso fantastic. I neverhad artichokesthat wereso big and delicious. Whenyou turn
the corner, and roam there'salwayssomethingwonderfulto see. Whenwe went to the Colosseumwe had the best
tour guide ever. He was hilarious and fun. He madelearning history fun. I would definitely comeback on a trip
throughLakeErie Collegeto Italy again in thenear future. Theexperienceis life changingandgivesyoua different
perspectiveon the world. Travelinginternationallybroadensyour horizons. Professor. Basilegaveus opportunities
wewouldhavemissedif wetraveledbyourselveswith her rich knowledgeof Italian culture,andenrichedour trip!



May 19, departure day! 
At our arrival in Rome, students take photos of  sandwiches 
ŀƴŘ ǇƛȊȊŀǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀŦŞ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΧ

Our bus driver is waiting for us at Arrivals to take us to Sperlonga.



Our private bus takes us to our first hotel, in Sperlonga. Wow!





Our hotel, in front of the sea, with our private beach 
and gorgeous gardens. This must be heaven!








